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asked urgently for it, and who died shortly after
having received it.

In the meantime, the Charlatans withdrew to a
short distance from the fort in order to make a great
sacrifice to their Manitou: they killed as many as
forty dogs, which they carried on the tops of poles
while singing, dancing, and assuming a thousand
absurd postures. The mortality did not cease on
account of all these sacrifices. The chief of the
Charlatans imagined that their Manitou, more help-
less than the Manitou of the French, was compelled
to yield to it. In this belief he went around the
fort many times, crying with all his might: ‘* We
are dead; gently, oh Manitou of the French, strike
gently, do not kill us all.” Then, addressing the
Missionary: ‘‘ Cease, good Manitou, let us live, thou
hast life and death in thy coffers: keep death, give
life.”” 'The Missionary pacified him and promised to
take still more care of the sick than he had done up
to that time; but, notwithstanding all the care that
he gave them, more than half of the Village
perished.

To return to our Illinois: they are very different
from these Savages, and from what they themselves
were formerly. Christianity, as I have already said,
has softened their fierce habits, and they are now
distinguished for certain gentle and polite manners
that have led the Frenchmen to take their daughters
in marriage. Moreover, we find in them docility
and ardor in the practice of Christian virtues. This
is the order that we observe each day in this Mis-
sion. Very early in the morning the Catechumens
are called to the Church, where they offer up prayers;
they listen to an instruction and sing a few Hymns.



